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By Ccrr"e Lardncr Jr.
_Washinzton Poat smf Writee .

Lcss than four:- weeks artcr

_to the' Centrat Intelligence

Agency* emprasmng that - it

: 'f'f-;“as his job to guard thc sane-
 tity of the U.S. mail.:
:\cco:dm'ly ‘he: demandedv

that CIA® Director William E..

Colby give his personal, pledze
" that-. the CIA would: never

“again surreputiously open ‘the
“letters of Amearican citizens on -

_' the way to their destinations..

.~ Colby " replied, -
.‘dated March 13 that has yet to

"“be made public, that ‘the ClA-

“had no intention of reinstitut-
, ing such pro:ects but ‘congres.
sional . mvesugators rcmam
skepticll. e _
" According to- testxmonv be- i
- fore the House - Post- Office
‘Subcommittee on postal faciti-

' ,g.;ercept.ed .and copicd {irst-
class mail over a 20-vear pe-

" riod, but. it managed. to do. s0
- without confiding in the Post
-, masters General or the"chirﬁf

 postal inspectors . of the Lisen- -

. hower, Kennedy and Jonnmn
. administrations. . .

® Thousands * of letters
mailed first class between the,
- United States ‘and the. \Mxh
Union were secretly opencd!
v A -agents -stationed at':

- New York's LaGuardia Air::

. port and later at Kennedy Ii-;

- ternational since ‘the mid-i
© 1950s. However, Eisenhower's: |

op r Ge e lprcased interest in incuming; v
'A‘:.ﬁ::fsg Surgg'eaxl‘ﬂet:‘d 13;2 and -cutgoing Soviet mail in: said he didn’t want to hear a-.

- apparently told only" that the'

<. that no fingers-would be point-- R P
1A was ing. to nduct ,man administration and fi- ti p o ) o
€ ot & ;nally’ got approxal from Sum- ed at him in case the secret- : " IR R
tar: ever Ieaked . Ij' C

“mail cover” operation to rec-
ord the information on outside:
. wrappings and envelopes. Al ;
.most all-of Summerfield's. suc-
-cessors .were -told nothm" at
-all.

o Hundreds of. othex lettels
air-mailed from Communist '
‘China wcre. intercepted in
San Francisco by CIA acgents
.in 196971 in violation of an
understanding  with the U.S.
*Postal Service. which onee:
azain  exeress!y  authorized:
-only 3 "mail cover.” The let-!
ters. The ‘Wasl:iington Post has.
reported, were surreptitiously
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h “he. toux over as Postmaster.
~.General this year, Beniamin-
-Frankiin’ Bailar. wrote a leiter:

in a ‘note.
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: ,plu ckcd out of t.lc maxl
stream despite surveillance. by never ‘knew for- certai
.postal inspectors-who were as- !
signed to work. alon;;:du trc

CIA adcnts to.: prevcnt any
such- tampering. -
. & "The CIA- reportedly ob-"
tained . access to Cuban:mail
-passing through-New - Oxleans
without -any notice - to-: no<tax
-authorities, - who - have - been:

told only that the Postal Serv: i*
ice was “not-involved”.in: this

operauon in any-way. Accmd-
ing to one-source. it may. have:
involved - so-called
-mail.” which- simply passes-:
through the. United States-on

its way from one foreign- coun- -

try to another. Colby has. saig:-
in - conzress:onal tesnmonv
I'that mtemanonal manl pasc--.
'mg through.'a- U.S. ‘port was
'opened in- August, 1857, but
_he offered no other details.
i Federal . law prohibits
opening  of fust-class

‘knowledged - that the CIA's!

mail mtercc'alq were “illegal. "
But the evidence involvins ‘hv-

20-vear Russian mail project-.’
which was. not. hal;ed untit’
February, 1973, in the midst of -
“the \Vatergate. scandal--suz-
gests that,
‘least,
carried with it a hea'dy
reaucratic. momentum
brooked no quesuons
Accordm'1 to chief U.S..
po;tai inspector William .J.;
i Cotter,. the 'CIA first ‘ex-

bu::

“the closing dayvs. of .the Tru:!

l merfield, prcsumablx
- mail cover,” in 1953 after’ m
’senhower became Presicent.

| Somenme later, however,

:Cotter told the House post:
: subcommtuce “ahout it so that if you felt that! . o S
it were illegal, vou. could the B 1)

al  facilities
headed by Rep. Charles. |

i got: the hunch:-one- day ‘wheni™

““transit’

i day.

e, .
_m:ﬂf in the dark,. soapparently.

‘ties, the CIA not caly ill2gally - without a search warrant, ‘and: ¢ toP officials of the Postal -
,(ley himself: has publicly ac- |

~until recently ‘at.
any ClA ‘undertakini

that ncd\ administration -in 1961,

'u.ard Day, “about’ somethmg

N i‘!TS

tesufned tha'
hey i threet: Postmasters: Gerern!
-were “-opening . letters-<-and; .john: roriouskiy: Lawrence F
.didn't. suspect- it “untit--very O'Brion -and Matvin' “ atson;:
{ate”-in his career. He:said: he’ gbont: the.proji T

“I had'never- heard of thc
‘he -spotted: an - envelope. he: CIA: operationy’ - O'Brien told
hought. he had- seen the: day: the" subcoramittee ‘this month:

\Ic Auley.

-that to.the:CIA agents he-was. -about'opening mail; he added.!:
Jhelpmg “I would: {have). come close ‘to}
<miled and- that was> the: ‘end: dow i
iof that” MeAuley told:. the:

.I assmed chief:postal-inspector: Herryir

told me-anything:.
Montague~

them that's. all:""

_parently 'slip selected letters--question: ‘is; there any. set o
into- their - pockets. when: no: ‘circumstances-in this program;
‘one- was looking; make copies: Where: the: mail - is. opened?’y>
later, and return the originals.  And- his’ answer. was unequi:.
‘into "the: mail flow: the next ‘OC"“Y "0 thc mait is sacred

he . never-approached the “nevtl’

betore: and remarked -about- T the: CIA” had- asked - himit- - f

“They" sm:leti the two;men throwmg them out the win—ii';‘-"*“ Sy

o’ Bru:n also sald he -had !n- SR F
' House subcoramittee::“Nobody. - tenswe -discussions. with. his!:

-ahout+ mail- covers:.. .

As Cotter-has- explamed*it “and; in; the .courser. of t.hcm‘.f: kN
the CIA ‘operatives-wouid: ap- . O'Brien asked:: “the - obvious!-

If cierk McAuley. was kem

Inspection Scrvice whose job"
i-it is to'protect the mail and'in- :
xesucale all -~ viotations. ef‘_._;_?
ou=tal law. TInterviewed -
“centlv by postai aulhouues
the chief postal inspector un- :
d2r Summerfield. Davic o
Stephens;, reportedlv statcd he - .-
hod ro wlea. faat thc (_,I\ was
opening letters. - ) .
With the adxent of the I\f-n-
- then- Cl\ Director Allen: Dul-<
. les offered. to brief ‘the new
Post- master - Gensral - J. Ed-

‘that was very secret.” But -Day .-

hout it—whatever it was—so f R o

inr a recent hearmg Rep:i
© Wilson asked him, - “Do you|

CSTAT .-

wish now that you had takenj . ~ . . OIAL ol

‘the briefing and learned more:

Wilson ' (D-Calif.), the
went ong step further and se- Day rephed
cretly began opening the mail pecayse of ‘the very reason I

with the approval of neither stare . The CIA had
the: postal a"thﬂntm. nor the own linés of authority, I had-
courts. “myv lines of autherity and I

A retired pustal clerk who didn't feel that I needed to zet}
“inte their affa-xs and l'm verylh

sorted the Russian mail . for

CIA agents at the New York "“vd [ didn't.”

airports for 16 years, Peter F.'  Perhaps because of Day’s at-
. titude, the CIA - apparentily|

CI-\ mopncd iter - el P
‘\’o I don’t '

its;
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